Amendments to the Claims: 



(Currently Amended) 



A method for real-time distillation of a source document. 



compnsmg: 

treceiving search criteria from a client; 

sWching a plurality of sourc e s at least one source based on the search criteria; 
determining search results responsive to said searching; 

distillin g a selected one of the search results in substantially real time relative to the time 
selection, wherein the distillation occurs in accordance wit h at least one data 
type criterion selected from a plurality of predefined on e or mor e data type 
critewa; and typ e s, each data type comprising a data type constraint; 
id e ntifying on\ or more data t>p e constraints for e ach s e arch r e sult; 
finding the data wpe con s ti'aint in the context of e ach seai'ch r e sult, the cont e xt having th e 

data type ccDnstraint and t e xt surrounding the data typ e constraint; and 
creating a distilled rOsttl tversion of the selected search result, wherein the distilled version 
contains predefined content from the selected search result in accordance with the 
selected data typ\ criteria, having th e cont e xt. 



2. (Currently Amended) \A method as in claim 1, further comprising the step of 
creating an index in the distilled version, wherein the index allows selective entry into the 
content of the corresponding smrch result. wherein th e amount of t e xt surrounding the 
data typ e constraint is defined by A us e r. 
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Claims 3-5 (Cancelled). 
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6. \ (Currently Amended) A method for displaying search results, comprising: 
deceiving search criteria from a client; 

seVching a plurality of sources at least one source based on the search criteria; 
determining search results responsive to said searching, the search results comprising 
source documents; 

selectingV)^^^ Qf the source documents, the selected document having a first content: 
at substantmlly the time of selection, distilling the selected# te source documents into ene 
or mor ea result objects, e ach of th e result obj e cts comprising sourc e docum e nts 
whereinXthe result object includes a second content and the second content is 
derived from the first content in accordance with at least one predefined 
distillation cmerion : and 
for each result obj e ct, V reating an index from the result object into its correspondin g the 
selected source document , wherein selection of the index provides a display of a 
corresponding portio\of the first content . 



Claims 7-9 (Carfcelled) 



10. (iSurrently Amended) A method for displaying search results, comprising: 
receiving search criteria from a client; 

searching a plurality of sourc e s at least one source based on the search criteria; 
determinin\ a pluraUty of search results responsive to said searching; 
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1/ 



iistilling a selected one of the search results into a result object ; 

creating a mid-menu that corresponds to the result object the mid-menu comprising a 
plurality of menu options, each menu option including- bv 
g n e rating at least one or more result categor y cat e gori e G. e ach r e sult cat e gory 
having a number of results ; and 
d e t e n) i (inin ^a content metric of e ach r e sult cat e gory , the content metric being a 
aeasure of tbe- a relative value of the result category; and 
displaying the mid-menu. 

11. (Currently Amendem A method as in claim 10, w^herein the d e t e rmining of th e 
content metric comprises d e t e rmining a quantitative measure for each result type of the 
relative value of the resulftcategory . 

12. (Currently Amended) 3A method as in claim 11, wherein the quantitative measure 
comprises the-a_number of resulls for eaeh-the result category. 

13. (Currently Amended) A memod as in claim 11, wherein the quantitative measure 
comprises the-a_number of occurrences of pre-specified data. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method asyin claim 10, wherein the det e rmining of the 
content metric comprises d e t e rmining a qualitative measure for e ach r e sul t of the relative 
value of the result category. 
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15. YCurrently Amended) A method as in claim 14, wherein the quahtative measure 
comprises a d e t e rmi mf^ aii indicator of the relevance of the results of the result category 
to th^search criteria. 

16. (Currentl\ Amended) A method as in claim 10, wherein at least one ef#ie-result 
cat e gori es category comprises a data type. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 10, wherein at least one ef-tbe-result 
cat e gori e s categorv) pomprises a user-defined type. 

18. (Currently Amended) \ A method as in claim 10, additionally comprising 
determining user preferences, and dynamically creating the mid-menu in accordance with 
the user preferences. 



19. (Currently Amended) AVnethod for displaying search results, comprising: 
receiving search criteria from a client; 
searching a plurality of sources based on the search criteria; 
determining search results responsive \p said searching; 
distilling a selected one of the search results into a result object ; 
determining user preferences; 

creating a mid-menu in accordance wkh the user preferences , the mid-menu 
corresponding to the result object anc^comprising a plurality of menu options, 
each menu option including by 
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dynamically g e n e rating one or more a result cat e gories category , each result 

category having a number of results; and 
determinin ^a content metric e^^or each result category, the content metric being 
a measure of the value of the result category; and 
displa^^ng the mid-menu. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 19, wherein the d e termining of the 
content memc comprises d e t e rmining — a quantitative measure for each result 
typecategory. 

21. (Currently Ameiraed) A method as in claim 19, wherein the det e rmining of tlie 
content metric comwises d e t e rminin g-a qualitative measure for each result category. 



(New) A method for searching, comprising: 
receiving search cnteria; 

searching at least oire body of knowledge based on the search criteria; 
providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the searching; 
displaying on a display^ evice a list of at least some of the search results, the list 
comprising: 

a separate and unique identifier corresponding to each one of the search 
results in the list; and 

a separate distillation triVger associated with each imique identifier; and 



wherein selection by a user of a distillation trigger causes a substantial real-time 
creation of a distilled version of the search result corresponding to the unique identifier 
associMed with the selected distillation trigger. 

23. (New) A method as defined in claim 22, wherein the unique identifier is a URL 
corresponding to theisearch result in the list. 

24. (New) A method as defined in claim 22, wherein the unique identifier is a title 
corresponding to the search result in the list. 

25. (New) A method as (defined in claim 22, wherein the unique identifier is an abstract 
corresponding to the search resmt in the list. 

26. (New) A method as defined in claim 22, wherein selection by a user of the unique 
identifier causes a fiill content versior^ of the corresponding search result to be displayed on the 
display device. 

27. (New) A method as defined in claiW 22, wherein the distilled version includes content 
extracted fi-om the corresponding search result in accordance with at least one predefined data 
type. 
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28\ (New) A method as defined in claim 27, wherein the at least one predefined data type is 
selecred fi-om one of the following data types: a key point; a focus word; a matched-in-context 
key poimia title; and a URL. 

29. (New) V method as defined in claim 27, wherein the at least one data type provides an 
index to content of the corresponding search result. 

30. (New) A metftod as defined in claim 27, fiirther comprising the steps of: 

displaying the distilled version on the display device; and 

wherein selection by a user of a predefined data type within the displayed distilled 
version causes a substantially real time entry into the content of the corresponding search 
result. \ 

31. (New) A method as defined in claim 30, fiirther comprising the step of displaying a 
predefined portion of the content of tKe search result, wherein the predefined portion is adjacent 
to the data type selected by the user witmn the distilled version. 

32. (New) A method as defined in claim 22, fiirther comprising the step of displaying the 
distilled version on the display device. \ 



33. (New) A method as defined in claim 22, ^herein at least some of the search results are 
comprised of textual documents. 
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34. \ (New) A method for searching, comprising: 

\ receiving search criteria; 

\ searching at least one body of knowledge based on the search criteria; 
\ providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the searching; 
\ distilling a selected one of the search results into a result object, the result object 
including content extracted from the selected search result in accordance with a plurality 
of data type preferences selected from a plurality of predefined data type preference 
types; \ 

creating a menu corresponding to the result object, the menu including a plurality 
of menu optiona wherein each menu option defines a result category that is descriptive of 
a predefined portion of the content of the result object; and 

graphically displaying the menu on a display device, wherein a user may 
optionally select any o\ne of the menu options. 

35. (New) A method as defined in claim 34, wherein at least one result category comprises 
one of the selected data type preference types used to distil the search resuh. 

36. (New) A method as defined im claim 34, wherein selection of a menu option causes a 
corresponding content portion of the result object to be displayed on the display device. 

34, wherein selection of a menu option causes a 
earch result to be displayed on the display device. 



37. (New) A method as defined in cl 
corresponding content portion of the selected 
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3^ (New) A method as defined in claim 34, further comprising a plurality of content metrics 
thatXare associated with a corresponding menu option, wherein each content metric is 
representative of a value for the result category of the menu option. 

39. (Nev\ A method as defined in claim 38, wherein the value represented by the content 
metric is a quantitative measure of the corresponding result category. 

40. (New) A nrethod as defined in claim 39, wherein the quantitative measure comprises a 
number of results forVhe corresponding result category. 

41. (New) A methodXas defined in claim 39, wherein the quantitative measure comprises a 
number of occurrences of aMata type specified by the corresponding result category. 

42. (New) A method as defined in claim 38, wherein the value represented by the content 
metric is a qualitative measure of me corresponding result category. 

43. (New) A method as defined in claim 42, wherein the qualitative measure is indicative of 
the degree of relevance of the corresporaing result category to the search criteria. 

44. (New) A method for searching, comprising: 

receiving search criteria; \ 

searching at least one body of laaowledge based on the search criteria; 
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providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the searching, 
^erein at least one of the search results is a document comprised of text content; 
selecting one of the text-content document search results; and 
^bstantially the time of selection, distilling the selected document, wherein the 
step of dist^ling comprises the following steps: 

extracting content from the selected document in accordance with a 
pluralit^of data type rules; 

denying a plurality of key points from the text content of the selected 
document, wherein key points are at least partially identified by locating text 
portions within the document that contain predefined verb types; and 

generatir^ a reduced content distilled document that contains at least a 
portion of the extrJu:ted content and at least one of the key points. 

45. (New) A method as defined m claim 44, fiirther comprising the step of displaying the 
reduced content distilled document on a\display device. 

46. (New) A method as defined in ci^im 44, wherein the step of deriving key points 
comprises: 

segmenting the text content of tlsje selected document into a plurality of separate 
textual components; 

identifying whether verbs are present within the textual components; 
comparing identified verbs to a predefined hierarchy of verb sequences; and 
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\ b: 



based upon the results of the comparison, identifying which of the identified verbs 

1: 



^ are used in identifying key points 
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